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Notre Dame High School
Alumnae News
Graduating Class of 1958

Reunion 2008
The annual reunion will
take place on
Friday, October 17
at 7:30 p.m.
in the auditorium at
Notre Dame
12 Malvern Avenue
416-393-5501
Highlighted years:
1948 - 60th
1958 - 50th
1968 - 40th
1978 - 30th
1988 - 20th
1998 - 10th

June 8, 2008,
God bless modern technology! Using the computer
was largely responsible for
finding many members of
our 1958 graduating class
and making our reunion
such a success. The Telephone White Pages and parish bulletins were also used,
but email was the most popular and effective mode of communication.
Wilma Stoyanoff (Hynes) played Mrs. Sherlock Holmes and was largely
responsible for tracking down 79 of the 91 living graduates. She worked
with a small team consisting of Mary Ruth Bauer (Aykroyd), Dorothy
Flynn (Arthurs), and Marie Mannone-Guimaraes. Joan Godsoe (Boyce)
provided the important function of liaison with the church.

We look forward to
seeing you there!
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The former graduates gathered in St. John's Church for the 11:00am
parish Mass on Sunday, June 8, exactly 50 years to the day of our graduation at St. Michael's Cathedral. Several rows of pews had been reserved
for us. The organizing team participated in the Mass by doing the readings and carrying the Offertory gifts to the altar.
After Mass, we proceeded downstairs to the pleasantly cool church hall
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Get Involved in
Your Alumnae Association!
Be a vital part of the process that helps
keep the Alumnae and school connected
by becoming a Class Chair. Keep in touch
with your year mates and pass along photos and stories to share with all of us. To
become a class chair contact:
Bonnie Gibbs (416) 757-8733

Keep Us Informed!
Are you moving? Have you
recently graduated, won an award,
married, become a parent or
grandparent? Let us know and we
will print your news in the next
issue of the Alumnae Newsletter.
Please be sure to include your
grad year.
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where much needed name tags awaited us and where displays of memorabilia had been set up. Among them were
a gym uniform, several school blazers, a beret, the school
banner and many photo albums. Everyone enjoyed the
journey back in time which these mementos had inspired.
Before a delicious, catered lunch was served, our two "nuns", Clara
Nasello CND and Mary Jane Leonard CND, had a difficult time calling
the excited group to order. After several attempts, they managed to
create an atmosphere where we could participate in a most meaningful Grace before Meals.
Later, while coffee and tea were being served, Wilma addressed
the group, relating statistics that had been gathered that day. Of the
96 girls who graduated in1958, 5 had passed away. 79 of the 91 living
had been contacted and 50 attended the reunion. Also in attendance
were 2 of our 3 remaining former teachers, Sr.Margaret McKenna
(Mother St. Agnes) and Sr. Denise Burns (Mother St. Margaret). Sr.
Irene Morrisette (Mother St. Irene) was not well enough to travel to
the gathering. Several of the girls had come great distances in order
to join the fun.....Miami Fl., Boston MA, Calgary, Quebec, Ottawa
and various other Ontario cities and towns outside the GTA. Many
had become teachers and nurses. Others were employed in a variety
of occupations. Most had married and become parents. The women
in attendance were responsible for 135 children and 133 grandchildren. Our group had really taken seriously the mandate to
"produce and multiply".
The singing of the Notre Dame School song and Mother
Beloved closed the afternoon. As the voices soared, so many
memories of former days came flooding back and more than
a few tears were shed. What a memorable reunion it had
been!
We all agreed that we want to meet again, but promised
not to wait another 50 years to make it happen!
Marie Mannone-Guimaraes, class of '58.
PS
It had been planned that any surplus money from the
event would be presented to Notre Dame High School in the
form of a bursary to help a student in financial difficulty.
Happily we can announce that $400 will be made available to
the school for that purpose.

Notre Dame High School
70th ANNIVERSARY
START GEARING UP!

2011 IS APPROACHING FAST
Get a head start and form your committee NOW
URGENTLY NEEDED:
- people with great ideas
- class reps
- Event planners
- food committee
- liturgical committee
- public relations
- memorabilia / photos.
The success of this occasion depends on your participation. Work on your own; work with friends.
Contact:
Bonnie Gibbs @ 416-7578733
Georgina Chapman @ 4l6-757-2536
georginachapman@sympatico.ca
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Responding to An Invitation
to Associate Relationship
It is so important to take care of our spiritual needs just as we care for our physical, emotional and intellectual needs. Yet, often we cannot find the ”well” that can quench
our thirst to be in relationship with God. In our lives, we often pour ourselves out for the care
of others and only when our batteries are running low, do we recognize the need to be still
and know God and refresh our own spirits.
I have found a well that for me, allows me to recharge my batteries, deepen my spirituality
and to be on the receiving end of a caring community of prayer, service hospitality. Being an
Associate with the Sisters of the Congregation of Notre Dame (CND) allows me to come together with other Associates, as well as Sisters, in times of prayer, celebration and spiritual
enrichment so that we can support and affirm each other’s faith and gifts. I am then, better
able to go out in my own everyday life and live out this relationship. I am grateful for the
friendships I have made with the Sisters and Associates of the Congregation of Notre Dame.
Simply put, we are laywomen and men, from all walks of life, who feel not
only a need, but also a call to a committed spiritual life that runs parallel to
that of the Sisters of the Congregation of Notre Dame. We share a general
desire to be part of this CND community: to share spirituality with them, to
share meaning with them, to share ministry with them, to share prayer with
them, and to share Mary’s Visitation/Pentecost Spirituality, as well as St. Marguerite Bourgeoy’s charisma and legacy with them.
If you feel that you might be interested in being an Associate we invite you
to “come and see”, Please do not hesitate to contact torontoassociates@rogers.com for
more information about CND Associate Relationship.
Lorraine Treacy ‘79

Life of Venerable Sister Margaret Bourgeois

http://www.enotalone.com/article/16264.html
We Believe...
Our prayers and support have the power to help our
community to heal and find comfort.
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ALUMNAE NEWS:
Where are they now?
Marion Milne (nee McQuillen) (1948)
Raised 7 children. When the children were older she
worked part time in retail and retired at 70. Marion has 8
grandchildren and 1 great grandchild. She was widowed
in 2004. She is an avid reader and enjoys her dogs company.
Constance Weaver (nee Palialunga) (1948)
After graduating she did secretarial and accounting work
until she retired. For 10 of those years she stayed home
to raise her 2 children. She has 1 great grandchild. Constance plays bridge, golfs, attends the theatre and enjoys movies.
Joan Pimento (nee Corrigan) (1948)
Joan has been married for 53 years. She raised 4 children
and has 7 grandchildren. For 10 years she attended
school board meetings and ran twice for school board
trustee. Joan is the president of her parish CWL. She has
been and is still involved in many organizations; Catholic
Civil Right League, Campaign Life Coalition, Real Women of Canada, The Pro Life Movement, Toronto Right to
Life and Liberal For Life.
Winnifred Guyton (nee Mercer ) (1948)
She worked at Ontario Hydro then Winnifred raised 5
children and has 16 grandchildren. After her children
where grown she worked at a daycare centre teaching
children to read. She and her husband spent a few years
wintering in Florida. She has been living in Innisfil for the
last 11 years. Winnifred enjoys knitting, bowling and
shuffle board.
Teresa McDonnell (nee Tunny) (1948)
Teresa was a nurse for many years and retired in 1996.
She married in 1954 and raised 4 children. In 1989 she
lost her husband. This spring she moved from her home
of 43 years to a condominium. She has 5 grandchildren.
Kathleen Mercer (Forbes ) (1948)
Worked for the Royal Bank and is now retired. She raised
6 children, has 15 grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren. She used to volunteer at the school library and now
volunteers at a thrift shop. Kathleen spends the winters
in Arizona. She enjoys knitting.

Wilma Stoyanoff (nee Hynes) (1958)
After graduating she worked for the Bank of Nova Scotia. Married in 1960. In 1961 her first child was born and
she stayed home to raise her 4 children. In 1979 she returned to work at the Faculty of Theology, University of
St. Michael's College. Wilma became the Registrar and
Executive Assistant and stayed in that position until her
retirement in 2005. In 1983 she re-married. She has 5
grandchildren . Her grandchildren range in age from 23
years to 15 months. Wilma has been enjoying her retirement by keeping herself busy with classes, working out
and just enjoying life.
Joan Godsoe (nee Boyce) (1958)
After graduation Joan went into a banking career in Toronto. She married in 1961 and transferred to Montreal
where she stayed in banking until 1965. In 1965 she settled into raising her first child. In 1966 she returned to
Toronto where she raised her 4 children. In 1969 she
moved into the St. John (Kingston Rd.) parish where she
has been very active in the church community along with
her husband who has been the deacon since 1980. In the
80’s she returned to the work force. Since her retirement
she thoroughly enjoys quilting. She enjoys spending time
with her 10 grandchildren.
Mary Ruth (Aykroyd) Bauer (1958)
Mary is happily retired and enjoying friends and family.
Following graduation from St. Mike's U of T 1963 (BA)
and Central Michigan University (M. Ed), Mary enjoyed
25 years as a teacher and administrator with the Toronto
Catholic District School Board. She married Bob Bauer
in 1966 and together have three children and five grandchildren.
Agnes Raciappa (nee Raponi) (1958)
Agnes has raised 7 children and enjoys her 15 grandchildren. When the children were grown she worked in an
office for two years. She is happily married and she and
her husband enjoy golfing, shuffle board and bid euchre.
Rose (Banac) Lewis (1962)
Rose is married and a mother of three boys, and is looking forward to becoming a grandmother.
(Continued on page 5)
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ALUMNAE NEWS:
Where are they now?
Mary (Banac) Veitch (1962)
Mary retired from teaching in2007. She is married to
Archie , and has two daughters. She also has one grandson, John. Mary likes to spend her free time bonding
with him.
Janet (Blazina) Miles (1962)
Janet has retired from teaching, and spent her career
with the Toronto Catholic District School Board. She
and husband, Ron, have three grown children. As of
Sept 4, 2008, Janet and Ron are thrilled to be first time
grandparents to baby, Ann Leigh.
Donna Rose C.N.D. (1962)
Donna is currently serving the C.N.D. community as bursar. Donna recently became a great aunt to Isobel Nora
Rose (Aug. 7, 2008)
Fran (Culliton) Forbes (1962)
Fran has retired from teaching. She is married to Ken
and they have two children, Adam and Jennifer (also a
Notre Dame alumna). Her son, Adam recently graduated
from law school.
Debra (Sinnott) Chitra (1971)
After leaving Notre Dame, Debra went to St. Michael’s
Hospital School of Nursing and after graduation, she
worked at St. Michael’s Hospital for several years. She
now combines being wife and mother with being a
teacher of nursing.
Cathy (Clancy) Lindeblom(1972)
After leaving Notre Dame, Cathy entered the work force,
and later married and had three children. She continues
to reside in Toronto with her family and keeps in touch
with several alumnae.
Debbie (Hook) Tench (1972)
Debbie went to college and returned to Notre Dame as
one of our very own secretaries. She then continued her
education and works as a legal administrator for one of
Toronto’s top law firms. She resides with her husband,
Gary in Etobicoke.

Maureen Saunders (1972)
Maureen graduated from the Faculty of Education at
the University of Toronto. She is a secondary school
teacher with the Toronto Catholic District School
Board. She enjoys spending time with her husband
and son.
Joann (Rogers) Harper (1972)
Joann entered the work force and worked in the insurance business for several years. She married Brian, her
childhood sweetheart, and they have two sons, Jason
and Clinton. She now works as an E. A. at Earl Beatty
School and continues to be very active in her community.
Mary D’Agostini (nee Campbell) (1980)
For 16 years Mary stayed home to raise her 3 children.
Since 2001 she has been working as an educational
assistant for the Toronto Catholic District School
Board. Mary is still involved in athletics. She coaches
the school hockey and soccer teams. She stays fit by
walking, swimming and playing volleyball.
Debbie Sololovski (nee Campbell) (1983)
Debbie has been a supervisor for the Toronto Social
Services Policy for 20 years. She has been married for
23 years and has 2 children. She enjoys going up north
and spending time with her family.
Joanne Lewis (nee Maiolo ) (1983)
Joanne is a registered dietician and a certified diabetes
educator. She taught fitness for many years. She is
married and has 3 children. Joanne liked to travel and
enjoys attending the theatre.
Deborah Niles (1985)
After graduating from ND Deborah attended U of T
and received a degree in History and English. She has
been working in marketing legal and financial services.
She was married in 2005. Her son Brandon was born on
June 18, 2006.
Leanne Yates (1999)
Graduated from McMaster University, Physiotherapist
(Continued on page 6)
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Melissa Hestick (1999)
Graduated from University of Toronto, Teacher
Amanda (O’Donnell) Graham (2001)
Amanda is married and has two wonderful, adorable
children, Aislin and Arwen. First day of school now
has a whole new meaning!
Erika Rodrigues (2001)
Graduated from Ryerson University, working as
an Incentive Consultant
Grace Amabile (2001)
Graduated from York University, working for RBC
Kelly Ann Dunleavy (2001)
Kelly graduated from the University of Toronto. She
is a fundraising co-ordinator and is currently working
for the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation.
Michelle Dunk (2001)
Michelle graduated from Guelph University where she
studied Applied Human Nutrition. She is currently
studying Health Informatics at George Brown Col-

lege. With her qualifications she hopes to work in
hospitals setting up electronic health care records.
Rachel Barbero (2001)
Rachel completed her undergrad degree in Biological
Science at Guelph University. She is working on a
Masters degree and has done field research in Ecuador. Her goal is to live and work in Latin America.
Stefanie Borsas (nee Filardi) (2001)
After graduating Stefanie worked in customer service
for a computer company. This past July her daughter
Adrianna was born.
Valerie Mendonca (2001)
Graduated from Carleton University, working
in Public Relations
Yanna Dengler (2001)
Yanna completed a degree in Chemical Engineering.
She is currently working on a Masters program, doing
research which involves regenerating hearts from
cells. She will be applying to Medical School.

We Remember…
Sr. Audrey LaMarche, (Mother St. Audrey) Died April 27, 2008 in Kingston, Ontario
Noted for her love of the Montreal Canadiens and Shakespeare as well as her Notre Dame students .

Frances Di Giacomo (1960) Died this summer
Mary Carol Godsoe (1973) Died July 30, 2008
Sister of Elizabeth (1959), Julie (‘63-’65), Janet (1967) and Angel (1971)

And extend sympathy to ...
Lucille Corrigan C.N.D. (1952), former Teacher and Principal, on the death of her sister, Rita
Eleanor Bradley, former staff, on the death of her husband, Lou
Brian Nicholas , former Teacher and VP, on the death of his mother
Theresa Morrison (nee Tohill) (1973), on the death of her mother, Margaret
Josie Vella, Teacher, on the death of her brother, Carl

We Celebrate ...
Sister Catherine Quigley (Mother St. Alice of the Angels) celebrated her 95th birthday in April
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A fond farewell to …
Josie Vella
Josie always loved teaching at
Notre Dame. But, after teaching
Mathematics and Computer Science in our hallowed halls during
the eighties, Josie was drawn
away to pursue other career opportunities. Unfortunately, other
places were NOT Notre Dame and
Josie saw the error of her ways.
As soon as she could, she returned; and Notre
Dame benefited from her wisdom and commitment to
excellence. Josie prided herself on connecting with her
students, making Math fun and relevant, and encouraging her students to realize their full potential.
We wish Josie every good thing in her retirement
and pray that God will continue to bless her as she has
blessed Notre Dame.

Notre Dame High School
Invites
The Women of the TCDSB Community to a

Girls Night Out
on

Friday, November 21th , 2008 — 6:30 - 9:30 pm

A Health and Wellness Event for Women
The gym will be set up for a social tea. Each table will have a professional woman assigned to each table to discuss their area of
expertise. Guests will rotate every 20-30 minutes to table of their
interest. We will have two 15-minutes fashion shows through out
the evening
All proceeds support
The Notre Dame High School Student Nutrition Program
Donations for the raffle and door prizes would be appreciated.

For further information please contact:
Ms. Theresa Riley @ 416 393-5501
or e-mail: theresa.riley@tcdsb.org

Congratulations to this year’s
winners of
the Alumnae Graduation Awards.
Michelle Mendonca – Notre Dame
Alumnae Ste. Marguerite Bourgeoys
Award in Family Studies.
Kelsey Donahue – Notre Dame Alumnae Award for Personal Achievement
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Noteworthy:
Congratulations:

Published at:
236 Bingham Ave.
Toronto, Ontario
M4E 3R5

Alumnae Executive
Bonnie Riggs Gibbs (1971)
Doris Cecchini (1974)
Lorraine Treacy (1979)
Georgina Farrell Chapman (1965)
Bernadette Farrell (1975)
Angela Farrell (1975)

Warmest congratulations to Virginia Emerson (l965) on her marriage.
As a faithful, committed member of the Alumnae Executive Committee for many years, Virginia has contributed to several annual
reunions as well as our milestone celebrations. Unfortunately she
will now retire from the Executive and take up permanent residence
in Peterborough, Ontario. However, we do look forward to welcoming her back to our reunions. We wish Virginia and Tom great happiness.
Continued Best Wishes to Eileen Power C.N.D. (l96l) who now resides
in Halifax, Nova Scotia and serves her community as a member of
the C.N.D. Leadership Team. Although she has taken a break from
her position on the Alumnae Executive Committee, we hope that her
travels will enable her to be in Toronto for future Alumnae Reunions.
Best Wishes to Stephanie Borsa (nee Filardi) 2001, on the birth of her
first child, a daughter, Adrianna

In Our Prayers:
The Sisters of the CND Community
All Alumnae

Our Christmas Basket tradition lives on …

MEMBERSHIP
RENEWALS:
Send cheque for $15.00
made payable to:

N.D. Alumnae Assoc.
to

Bonnie Gibbs
78 Parkview Hill Cr.
Toronto, Ontario
M4B 1R2
(416) 757-8733

Please include your
name, maiden name,
address, phone,
year of graduation,
and your occupation

In an effort to continue supporting our current students, a group of
retired teachers make their own donation each December. Olha
Zelenyj initiated this project, which has been continuously and generously supported by the whole group.
If you would like to be a part of this Christmas project, nonperishable food items would be gladly accepted at the school in early
December.
Your $15 annual membership covers:
 Newsletter
 Memorial mass
 Annual reunion
 Graduation awards and reception
 Flowers for CND sisters
(Christmas, Easter, special occasions)

Memorial Mass for
our Deceased Alumnae
9:00 AM Saturday, November 15, 2008
St. John Church
794 Kingston Road
Toronto, Ontario

