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It is hard to believe that Notre Dame
will be celebrating 70 years in 2011. The
Alumnae is already planning for this
event and we would welcome all the
help we can get. We need people with
great ideas, class reps, event planners,
and public relations and memorabilia/
photos. The success of this event depends upon your participation. You can
work on your own or with your friends.
The tradition of Notre Dame continues
today because of the strong support,
commitment, and involvement of the
Notre Dame Alumnae community. This

IN

2011

is evident by your participation at
events such as the annual Notre Dame
Reunion. Many old and new faces continue to come and go at this event. Let
us continue the tradition and together
we can make this a huge success.
I have often spoken with people who
tell me they have a special anniversary
approaching. We need as many people
as possible to come on board and get
the word out about next year’s 70th
Anniversary. Please don’t hesitate to
(Continued on page 2)

Notre Dame Accommodation Review
Last fall an area accommodation review was conducted on Notre Dame
along with Neil McNeil, Cardinal Newman, St. Patrick, and Jean Vanier. One
of the proposals that surprised and
upset the Notre Dame community was
that Notre Dame was being considered for a move to the St. Patrick location.
However, the situation gave the alumnae the opportunity to get energized
and reach out to its members. The
alumnae along with the current parent
community, current students and
staff, and the CND sisters voiced their
(Continued on page 2)

Reunion 2010
The annual reunion will take
place on

Friday, October 15
at 7:30 p.m.
on the bottom floor of
O'Connor Hall at
Notre Dame H.S.
12 Malvern Avenue
416-393-5501

Highlighted years:
1950 - 60th
1960 - 50th
1970 - 40th
1980 - 30th
1990 - 20th
2000 - 10th
We look forward to
seeing you there!
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A SSOCIATION !

contact us as any help we receive will be
gratefully appreciated.

Be a vital part of the
process that helps
keep the Alumnae and
school connected by
becoming a Class
Chair. Keep in touch
with your year mates
and pass along photos
and stories to share
with all of us.

I would like to take this opportunity to
thank everyone who has and continues
to be dedicated in making our Alumnae
a success. If you are interested in being
part of our team for the 70th anniversary, please call Bonnie Gibbs at 416-757
-8733 or
Email notredamealumnae@rogers.com.

To become a class
chair contact:
Bonnie Gibbs
(416) 757-8733
notredamealumnae
@rogers.com

Last but not least, I would like to take
this opportunity to thank Bill Komar,
(our Newsletter Publisher for the past
several years) and his wife Doris Cecchini, who helped the Alumnae and produced the newsletter for many years.
Doris remained both dedicated and
faithful to this cause long after she
stepped down as President of the Alum-

70 Y EARS

IN

2011

nae. We will be forever grateful to them
and they will both be missed by all of us .
All the best in your new endeavors.
Bonnie Gibbs Class of ‘71
Alumnae President

Bonnie
Gibbs ‘71

Doris
Cecchini ‘74

N OTRE D AME A CCOMMODATION R EVIEW
(Continued from page 1)

desire to remain at 12 Malvern Ave. The Notre Dame
spirit was strongly felt at the three public consultation
meetings that were held. Alumnae, staff, parents, and
the CND sisters passionately spoke about the school’s
traditions and its importance to many.
Deputations were made to the board administration
at several board meetings and our delegations were
always well received. Through the information media
(Facebook and e-mail) the alumnae’s SAVE Notre
Dame Facebook page quickly gained over 1,300
members, including many alumnae from around the
world. Many alumnae also signed the petition that
was submitted to the board.
I’m happy to report that the Toronto Catholic District
School Board’s director of education, Ms. Perron, accepted the ARC’s recommendations which included
Notre Dame remaining at its current location. Ms.

Perron then put forward those recommendations to
the ministry assigned supervisor, Dr. Richard Alway.
I was present at the June board meeting when Dr. Alway, with great pleasure, approved the director’s recommendations. Dr. Alway agreed that Notre Dame,
Neil McNeil, Cardinal Newman, and Jean Vanier should
remain status quo. St. Patrick, which has been under
enrolled for awhile, will now become the arts/
technology school for the east end of Toronto.
The Notre Dame Alumnae Association would like to
acknowledge and thank everyone who participated in
this year long process. The Accommodation Review
Committee, under the leadership of Mr. Tim Hill
(parent), the Notre Dame Catholic School Advisory
Council, the Congregation of Notre Dame, the Notre
Dame administration and staff, and the alumnae. Together they embodied the Notre Dame motto, Ubi
Honor, Ibi Sum.
Doris Cecchini, Class of ‘74
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Rosey
Colautti ’71

Bonnie Gibbs ‘71

Genevieve Gibbs

Sr. Jenny Nesello
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Genevieve Gibbs
Bonnie Gibbs ‘71
Bonnie Gibbs ‘71

Bonnie Gibbs ‘71

Lorraine Treacy ‘79
Lina Miaiorana

Mary Garitano
Sarah Garitano

2010-2011

Page 5

Mary Garitano
Lorrane Treacy ‘79

Angela (Reid ) Kennedy ‘65
Sr. Lucille Corrigan

Sr. Jenny Nesello

Angela (Reid)
Kennedy ‘65

Keep Us Informed!
Are you moving? Have you recently graduated,
won an award, married, become a parent or
grandparent? Let us know and we will print
your news in the next issue of the Alumnae
Newsletter.
Please be sure to include your Gr. 12 grad year.

Doris Cecchini ‘74
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know in order to pass the U.S. Citizenship test. I credit
The 40s
my three years at Notre Dame with helping me to adPauline (Papizzo) Lupo, 1946
After leaving Notre Dame she married Lou Lupo who
was a well known singer in the Young People’s Club at
Corpus Christi. They have six children, five daughters
and one son and 17 grandchildren as well as two greatgrandchildren. Pauline worked at the Registry Office as
a Title Searcher and still continues to volunteer with
the Cancer Society and works with children in a reading class once a week. Pauline’s two daughters attended Notre Dame and one of her granddaughters will be
graduating from Notre Dame this year.

Mary (Raponi) O’Neill, 1946
Mary is the best friend of Pauline (above). They were
born next door to each other on Kimberley Street.
They attend both elementary and high school together. Mary has three wonderful daughters as well as five
grandchildren. In Mary’s early married years she traveled quite a lot with her husband. Mary and Pauline
worked together after high school. Mary and Pauline
continue to share a special relationship as best friends
after all these year.

The 50s
Patricia Ellen (O’Dwyer) Flores, 1957
I attended Notre Dame High School from 1953 to 1956.
My home room teachers were Mother St. John Martyr
in the 9th grade, Mother St. Leo in the 10th and Mother
St. Agnes in the 11th. I was married in 1960 and gave
birth to four children. Later I became a single parent
and so my children and I moved to Seattle, Washington to be near my brother and his family. After a year
at Griffin Business College, I worked as a accountant
and tax preparer. In 1992 I received a bachelor’s degree
in Liberal Arts from Antioch University and began
working for two non-profits: one that provided services
for displaced homemakers and single parents (like myself); and another that provided services for refugees
and immigrants (like myself). I am still working for the
second organization after 18 years. I currently prepare
payroll but have held several positions and volunteered
for other non-profits that assist immigrants. I am accredited to teach English as a second language and I
teach refugees and immigrants what they need to

just to life in Canada and starting me on the journey
that led to where I find myself today.

The 60s
Patricia (Garden) McDonald, 1959
Patricia has been married to Terry for 33 years. They
have four children as well as two grandsons. Patricia
worked for Imperial Oil for 32 years. Retried in 1998
and she enjoys golfing, swimming and time with her
grandchildren.

Ann Marie Monahan, 1965
samnam@shaw.ca
I moved out to BC in 1969. I retired from my nursing
career in 2007 and joined a retirement club called ProBus where, twice a week, we hike the parks of Central
Vancouver Island – rain or shine.
I had met Marianne Clarkson a few times hiking and
we had chatted but one day we realized we both grew
up in Toronto – and then came the discovery—not only had we been at NDHS the same 4 years but we were
in the same class in grade 10. The whole hiking group
were abuzz and Marianne and I never stopped talking
for the rest of the time. We reminisced over classmates and teachers and then filled in some of the intervening years.
I have spent the last 23
years working in the area of
Mental Health and the Older
Person. My claim to fame was
being part of a team who proAnn Marie & Marianne duced an award winning DVD
Nanaimo, BC
in 2005 entitled Delirium in the
Older Person: A Medical Emergency and its partner Delirium
in the Older Person: Family Guide. Our team went to
New York City to receive our Freddie and was among
the elite of CNN, HBO etc – a night to remember. If
you live or work with older people you can access the
DBD at: http://video.google.ca/videoplay?docid=7013571520343388295 Following such a peak in my
career I decided I’d better retire. Retirement is a blast.
Though NDHS days were long ago, the feeling of
(Continued on page 7)
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R EMEMBERING M ISS Z ELENJY
Miss Olha Zelenyj
Any alumna who was at Notre Dame from the late
sixties to mid nineties would likely have been fortunate to be taught Math by Miss Olha Zelenyj. Miss
Zelenyj passed away earlier this year on April 13,
2010.
For most of the years that she taught at Notre
Dame, she was a homeroom teacher who was quietly supportive and encouraging of the students in
all school activities. She was extremely passionate
about Math and the Arts - both Visual and Performing. She was the most generous person that
you would ever meet, giving freely of her time to
help students in Math and most of the extracurricular activities at our school. She was a really kind
person - always there to lend a helping hand, in any
way that was needed - a true friend. Notre Dame
has lost a loyal supporter.
Yukten Lee-Poy, Former ND Staff

(Continued from page 6)

camaraderie and connection remain strong. You never
know where or when you might meet someone from
NDHS – be on alert! We are everywhere and we are always ready to celebrate our past.

Louise (Baker) McAuley, 1965
After Louise left Notre Dame High School, she attended
Toronto Teacher's College on Pape Avenue. Louise now
resided in Calgary, Alberta

Gail Ann Ferguson, 1966
At one time Gail worked for the City Hall as a Public
Health Department Clerk. Gail is now retired and resides
in North York.

The 70s
Antonina (Lupo) Schembri , 1971
After Leaving NDHS, Antonina attended the University of
Toronto and continued her education at Teacher's col-

lege. After graduation in 1976, she worked for various schools with the TDCSB. Antonia married Sam
in 1975 and they had two children, Teresa and Corrado. Both children are married. Antonina is now
retired and she is enjoying her two grandchildren,
Lorenzo and Sebastian.

Louise (Burt) Doherty 1973
Louise was a member of the school band for five
years. She keeps in touch with three other Notre
Damians. She presently resides in Calgary, Alberta
with her husband, Brian whom she met when he
moved out west in 1980. Their three children were
bon three and she now is a Calgary Catholic School
Board Administrator.

Lucy (Meriz) Pires, 1973
Lucy left Notre Dame and has made a career out of
Bell Canada. Lucy married and had two children.
(Continued on page 8)

Page 8

Notre Dame High School Alumnae Newsletter

Retirements
Mary Bernardelli

Rosey Colautti

Notre Dame High School has been blessed to have
had Ms. Mary Bernardelli on staff all these years. Ms.
Bernardelli started here at Notre Dame in 1982. She
has taught Geography, Religion, Family Studies, Parenting, Fashion Arts, Child Development and Gerontology, and Introduction to Sociology, Psychology and
Anthropology.

Rosey
(Naunheimer)
Colautti (1971) graduated from Notre
Dame High School
in 1971. She then
attended the University of Toronto
and Teacher’s College. Upon completing her educations, Rosey returned to her almamater as a teacher. It was during these years that
she met Paul. They were later married and have
three wonderful sons.

Long before Success for all, long before the Board
initiatives to Create Caring Catholic Communities, Ms.
Bernardelli lived and taught with that same vision.
Her vision of Success for all meant investing time in
getting to know each student, giving them the opportunity to recognize their own brokenness and providing them with the tools necessary to bring healing to
their lives - by first and foremost loving them.
Ms. Bernardelli nurtures the growth of all. She is the
epitome of the saying “Give a man a fish and you feed
him for a day. Teach a man to fish and you feed him for
a lifetime.”
Borrowing words from St. Paul. We thank our God
every time we remember you, Mary, constantly praying with joy in every one of our prayers for you. Enjoy
your retirement as you explore life beyond the walls of
Notre Dame. May God continue to do great things
through you and for you. Well done good and faithful
servant. You are loved much. You have loved much.
Marsha Lecour, Notre Dame Staff
(Continued from page 7)

Lucy’s daughter, Laura, attended Notre Dame and now
works as a teacher for the TCDSB.

Sabina Petri 1977
Sabina attended Sir Sandord Fleming College for Forestry . After completing her program from College she
continued her education in Cartography (Map Making).
Sabrina married and had two children, Natalie and Eric. and at one point was working for a Photography
shop and eventually both Sabrina and her husband became owners of the Lindsay business and ran it for
fourteen years. From there they went on to their own
Wine Making Business. They have been operating this

Rosey left Notre Dame in 1989. and has just recently Retried in June ,2010.
Rosey Retirement will take place
on Wednesday, October 27th, 2010
If you are interested please contact
Barbara Kenney
416-393-5524

business for fourteen years. She now resides in Fenelon Falls, Ontario.

The 80s
Sara (Garritano) Niro 1980
Sara is married and has four children . Sara stayed at
home for 20 years raising her family. She went back
to school and became a Library Technician. Sara is
now working at Seneca College and still continuing
her education. This will be the 30th Anniversary of
(Continued on page 9)
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Let Me Sing
After Notre Dame, I attended Centennial College and
graduated with a diploma in
Computer
Programming.
This led to a long career
with HP Canada (formerly
known as EDS) beginning in technical support and
transferring into Human Resources which better suited
to my desire to work with people. I had the opportunity
to work in Recruiting, Employee Relations as well as
Transitions and Acquisitions and earned my HR designation. Unfortunately, the company downsized and I
found HR work with Ajilon Canada. In my new role, my
focus was developing policies and programs for the
organization. After a short stint at a sales company,
I’ve returned to Ajilon for help with an integration project.
The two big events in my life since high school was the
joy of meeting my husband, Michael, on-line and getting married to him in June 2009; O happy day!

(Continued from page 8)

of Sara’s graduation year and she hoping to have
many Alumnae attend.

Mary (McManus) Comeau 1982
After graduating from Notre Dame High School, Mary
attended the Nursing Program at Ryerson. She is married and has two boys, Aaron and Liam, ages eight
and ten. Mary now works part-time at Scarborough
Hospital Birchmount Campus. She works in the Emergency Department and she resides with her family in
Stouffiville.

Helen (Green ) Bruce 1984
Helen graduated from Notre Dame and continued her
education for grade thirteen at RH King. She went on
to York University and received her Honours BA. She
is married and works for Sate Farm Insurance as a
Compliance Analysis. She resides in Innisfil, Ontario.

Joanna (Sidoti) De Girolamo 1980
I graduated grade 12 in 1980, graduated grade 13 and

Page 9
The other was pursuing my love of singing and music. Some of you may recall that I was involved in
the Folk Group and Choir with Miss Gassi at Notre
Dame and that led to more than 5 years of music
ministry at St. Paul’s Basilica downtown. After a
year-long break, I sang and played guitar at St. Martin de Porres church in Scarborough.
During this time, I kept searching for wholeness and
I found it in renewing my relationship with God. And
I asked Him, “Lord what do you want me to do?”
And He said one word, “Sing!” And thus began my
amazing journey to creation of my debut CD, Let
Me Sing and various singing opportunities at places,
such as, Mel Lastman Square, the Peoples Church,
the Women Conferences as well as Sisters Restaurant in Scarborough.
Now I am the Worship Coordinator at Calvary
Church and am preparing to host a fall concert of
popular and Broadway tunes. Feel free to visit my
website, www.deannalive.com for details and other
upcoming singing events.
Deanna (Spohn) McDermott, Class of ‘89

went on to graduate U of T with A B.A. in Modern
Languages —Italian and French Language and Linguistics in 1984. In 1988 I married Gerry De Girolamo
— a Neil McNeil student and my escort to the Notre
Dame grade 12 Graduation Gala. We have three beautiful children, Mara, Joseph and Andre.
As I reflect on past years, I know that I am
grateful for what I have and to those in my life who
have been with me on my life’s journey. I remember
and thank Sr. Fraser for the shared prayers, words of
wisdom, and for the ‘ten seconds”. As I think back to
those days in grade 13, I realize that Sr. Fraser provided me with words of guidance. She tried to explain
what it meant to be a young woman with Catholic
Christian morals and values and I believe she tried to
promote the importance of the power of faith as I
went out to find my place in society; I know now that
her words helped me launch into my life’s journey
beyond my five years at Notre Dame.
(Continued on page 10)
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Lauren Cameron, 2006

Lucy (Lonefice) Cirone, 1987
Lucy attended a two year program at Seneca College
and graduated with a General Business Diploma, She
then went on to attend York for five years and received both a BA as well as a MA. Lucy is working in
Database Management at Rogers Publishing, Lucy
was married in 1996 and they have one daughter
named Victoria.

The 90s
Laura Pires, 1998
Upon completion of university Laura pursued a career
in teaching. Two years ago she married her high
school sweetheart, Billy. She is presently teaching
elementary school at St. Rose of Lima in Toronto.

The 2000s
Nina Russo, 2006
After graduation, Nina went into the work force. She
is reaping the rewards of hard work by traveling and
enjoys getting together with her friends

Erica Russo, 2007
Erica is in her fourth year of University of Brock. She
attributes her success in education to her wonderful
mentors at Notre Dame High School. By the way,
yeas she is the little sister of Nina.

After leaving Notre dame Lauren attended St. Lawrence College in Kingston, Ontario. Following this
Lauren moved out West and worked throughout
Western Canada. She continued her travels to
“Down Under” Australia, New Zealand and now has
retuned back to Toronto. Lauren plans to continue
her education.

Justine Hains, 2006
Upon Graduation Justine went to two year at St.
Lawrence College in Kinston, Ontario. She is continuing her education at the University of Guelph,
Humber Campus.

Kristina Krvger, 2006
Kristina attended George Brown College for one
year studying the Act and Design Foundation Program. After putting together a portfolio she applied
for a 3 year program at George Brown College. Kristina just recently graduated in April, 2010.

Darla Connolly, 2005
Darla continued her education at the University of
Toronto. She graduated from University of Toronto
and is currently seeking employment in her field.

Patricia Connolly, 2004
Patricia is the old sister of Darla. She attended Humber College following graduation from NDHS. She
studied Culinary Management and is currently employed in this profession.

Congratulations to this year’s winners
of the Alumnae Graduation Awards
Breeana Labella
Notre Dame Alumnae Ste. Marguerite Bourgeois Award in Family Studies.

Kristen Loritz
Notre Dame Alumnae Award for Personal Achievement

2010-2011
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Some Toronto Staff
and Student
Alumnae in
CND Associate
Relationship
Beginning at the top and
moving clockwise:
Virginia Emerson-Ryall,
Karen Volpe DeCiantis,
Ann (Dimuantes) Gotfryd,
Sr. Margaret Paterson,
Sr. Mary Jane Leonard,
Sr. Eileen Power,
Sr. Lucille Corrigan,
Sr. Mary Cockburn,
Lorraine Treacy –Rozario,
Bonnie (Riggs) Gibbs,
Sr. Helen Frechette,
Sr. Grace Martin,
Angela Farrell,
Sr. Mary Meagher,
Sr. Jenny Nesello,
Sr. Denise Burns,
Karen Diver,
Maureen Ryan Malcho.

To speak of Associate Relationship is to enter
deeply into the heart of Marguerite Bourgeoys whose
own experiences as a member of the Extern Congregation de Notre Dame in Troyes, France shaped her
understanding that the prayer life, the spirituality, the
mission of a religious institute was to be shared. And
to ask about Associate Relationship in the Toronto
area is to come face to face with women who first met
Marguerite through their connection to NDHS.

ples as associates and in
turn single men. Since 1981, this
new shoot has
continued to flourish. Today more than 900 women
and men, single and married in 9 countries on 4 continents live the call to Associate Relationship.
Through their commitment to this relationship, the men and women associates have found a
new way to deepen and enrich their spiritual lives and
to live more fully their Baptismal promises. In mutuality with the vowed members and through the sharing
of their many gifts and talents, they embrace the
charism of Marguerite, the mission of her community,
and bring the spirituality of Visitation-Pentecost to
their places of work, their parishes and families.

The beginnings of today’s CND Associate Relationship can be traced to 1980, when the community
announced an experimental project of Associate Relationship for the Congregation. The deeply buried
roots from Marguerite’s early life which seemed dead,
were cultivated anew to become in the 20th Century,
Associate Relationship is a call to become part
what the Extern Congregations were in the 17th centuof a new community; to embrace the simplicity of a
ry.
life lived in visitation. It is a call that many have alAs the “good news” began to spread, the ready answered and if it is a call that speaks to you
many women who were already close friends of the please contact Ann Gotfryd (Dimuantes, Class of
sisters, stepped forward to become part of this new 1966) at anngotfryd@gmail.com who will connect
growth within the community and they committed you to your local area representative.
themselves as Associates. With time, in response to
Ann (Dimuantes) Gotfryd, Class of ‘66
requests made, it was decided to admit married cou-

Alumnae Executive
Georgina Farrell Chapman, ‘65
Bonnie Riggs Gibbs ’71
Angela Farrell ‘75
Lorraine Treacy Rozario ‘79
Karen Volpe DeCiantis ‘79

MEMBERSHIP
RENEWALS:
Send cheque for $15.00
made payable to:

N.D. Alumnae Assoc.
to

Bonnie Gibbs
78 Parkview Hill Cr.
Toronto, Ontario
M4B 1R2
(416) 757-8733
notredamealumnae@rogers.com
Please include your
name, maiden name,
address, phone,
gr. 12 graduation year ,
and your occupation

Join

and help build our
new Facebook Group:

‘Notre Dame Alumnae,

Toronto’
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?
gid=160173310660405&v=app_23440610
33#!/group.php?
gid=160173310660405&v=info

Our Christmas Basket tradition lives on …
In an effort to continue supporting our current students, a
group of retired teachers make their own donation each December. Olha Zelenyj initiated this project, which has been
continuously and generously supported by the whole group.
If you would like to be a part of this Christmas project, nonperishable food items would be gladly accepted at the school

We Remember…
Theresa (Haughey) Austin, 1946
Died September, 2010
Olha Zelenjy
Died April 13, 2010

Nancy (Godsoe) Tittel-Bellak, 1955
Died October, 2010
Sister of Elizabeth (Godsoe) Poirier, 1963; Janet
(Godsoe) McAleese, 1968; (deceased); Julia (Godsoe)
Brennan, 1969; Joanne (Godsoe) Barrett, 1969; Angela (Godsoe) Feuchuk, 1971; Mary Carol (Godsoe)
Herbert, 1972 (deceased).

And extend sympathy to…
Sister Lucille Corrigan
on the death of her sister

Regina Corrigan,
on May 7, 2010

In Our Prayers:
The Sisters of the CND Community
All Alumnae

Memorial Mass for
our Deceased Alumnae
8:15 AM Saturday, November 20, 2010
St. John Church
794 Kingston Road
Toronto, Ontario

